Perioperative chemotherapy in the treatment of carcinoma of the uterine cervix.
Two hundred forty-eight women from 1969-71 who underwent surgery for carcinoma of the cervix and were treated with triaziquone (0.2 mg i.v. daily) from day 2-5 after the operation, are compared to a group of 301 conventionally treated patients examined over the 3 following years. Survival rates after 5 years did not differ significantly between the 2 groups of patients, considered either globally or divided according to their clinical or surgical-pathological stage. The incidence of complications in the "treated" patients was not significantly higher, particularly considering local and general post-operative recovery. A prospective randomized study using drugs with a high cytotoxic activity in patients with tumors limited to the cervix and unfavorable prognostic factors, could in the future help evaluate the possibility of using surgical adjuvant chemotherapy in carcinoma of the cervix.